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as during his lifetime, has made him an easy butt. As a talker
he was most unequal; and if we are bound to say how extremely
amusing he was for the first ten minutes of any meeting with
him (always a deliriously funny period), we are also bound
to add that, after a time, conversation became difficult. Also
he could be peculiarly irritating, though he himself always
seemed surprised at the result of these moods, and when on
occasion he had annoyed my brother and me, he would remark
in a dazed manner, " Sachie is looking at me like an angry
lion I " But if for some minutes he contrived to provoke his
friends, it would not be long before he would again convulse
them with laughter. Moreover, one was always surprised in
talking with him, so vague and almost incoherent did he seem,
at his love and knowledge of beautiful things. He was not, I
think, a deeply read man, but his reading was very different
from the rather blowsy pastures so well cropped by the ordin-
ary " literary man". French novels, French poetry and
eighteenth-century memoirs of every European country com-
posed the bulk of it, and in these matters he was excessively
well informed; yet often in his books there flashes out an allu-
sion to some subject or another on which one would not have
expected him to be an authority, but which this reference
proves him to have mastered.
In addition, there is surely to be traced in all his books a
marked love and understanding of the stage and its personal-
ities. Just as virtuosity and style were for him the chief merits
of literature, so he demanded in his favourites of the footlights
absolute control, manner, and, above all, established fame: for
the effect of celebrity, through a decade or so, upon the tem-
peramental nature essential to the executant artist delighted
him; and thus among those he most adored in the theatre were
to be numbered Pavlova, Isadora Duncan and Mrs. Patrick
Campbell.
If it was his reading, as much as his own experience, which
made the general sense of his books so cosmopolitan, yet it
must be remembered that he had not only travelled, but had
lived in various cities of Southern Europe and Northern Airica
for quite considerable periods. He had spent nearly a year,
77